WELCOME

Welcome to our winter

2009 edition of the HLV

newsletter, filled with the

latest news and gossip

from the team at HLV.

Every newsletter | seem
to be introducing a new surgeon
and team member to our already
experienced group of surgeons,
optometrists, refractive counsellors,
administrative and nursing staff, a
total of 12 we have now climbed to.
Meet Chandra and Talia inside this
edition. We did have to say a very
sad farewell to the lovely Kate Stone,
who finished her communications
degree and has moved to be closer
to the politicians in Canberra. We
wish her all the best with her new
position.

Working with enthusiastic  staff
makes us all enjoy going to work
every day and for those of you
that know us, | am sure you would
agree that we provide a very
comfortable and relaxed environment
for our patients. With over 10 years
experience in laser refractive surgery

we are fully aware of the sense
of fear that patients experience
prior to refractive surgery. | believe
we do a great job of helping to
allay those feelings that many pre
operative patients encounter.

As always we have been busy with
our community projects. As most
of you would already be aware, we
are very passionate about giving
back to our local community. In the
last few months we have sponsored
the Newcastle Show for the 8th
year running and the Inspirations
series annual Comedy festival for
the 3rd year in a row. We have
also recently pledged to continue
our support for the Hunter Valley
Research Foundation and the HMRI,
maintaining our position as a Top 200
sponsor.

As you will read in this edition even
some of our local patients are going to
great lengths to help raise awareness
and funding for those less fortunate.
One of those patients is Glenn Geary,
who has recently helped to raise
funds for Kids with Cancer by skiing

non stop from Newcastle to Sydney.
Couldn’t do that trip in glasses or
contact lenses!

Also in this edition, we are giving you
the chance to enter the draw to win
the most exquisite bracelet designed by
one of our talented patients, Geneane
Gusse, from Gallerie Fine Jewellery
at Westfield Kotara (valued at over
$1000).

Cheers,
Sue Quadrelli
Business manager

CONGRATULATIONS

Finally we would like to congratulate
Craig Townsend, yet another
talented patient of ours, who was
the winner of the Autumn 2009
newsletter competition. Craig took
out the prize with this clever slogan
which will replace our sign

on the |4th hole at the
Merewether Golf Course.

“Imagine driving
without glasses”

HLV INTHE COMMUNITY

Another Newcastle Regional Show
has closed for the year and Hunter
Laser Vision was once again proud to
have been a major sponsor of the Art
& National Photography Exhibition.
This year we found ourselves
overlooking the art in the Hall of
Industry, a move from the traditional
spot in the Entertainment Centre.
We had over 120 entries in the art
categories, ranging from traditional
painting to sculpture. The national
photography exhibition continues to

grow with over 900 entries received
this year. And in true community
spirit, local art businesses once again
lent their support to the budding
artists, sponsoring prizes for each
category. We would like to thank
those companies and volunteers
who so generously continue to
support this worthy local event.

More recently Hunter Laser Vision
has played host to local and regional
optometrists, who have joined our
surgeons for a consultation day, gaining
valuable experience and insight

into both the surgical procedure
and the post operative care involved
with laser refractive surgery. As an
accredited provider of professional
development points through the
Optometrist’s Association of Australia,
we thank those optometrists who
participated and hope they enjoyed
their experience with us.

We have again enjoyed laughing our
way through the 2009 Melbourne
Comedy Festival Road Show on the
June long weekend and were very
appreciative of the cool, clear night!

Look out for the new Hunter Laser
Vision sign at the Merewether Golf
Club and good luck to all the ladies
playing in the Lady Mayoress Bowl
at Merewether Golf Club on ladies
Day.




WELCOME

The Hunter Laser Vision family continues to grow, with two
new staff recently joining the team.

New to the team is Talia
Harvey, who has quickly
applied her vast array of skills
to play a valued and versatile
role. She is currently studying
Communications at the Uni-
versity of Newcastle after
trying her hand at psychology
and nursing. Her enthusiasm
and sincerity has already
impressed us and we look

e’ forward to working with her.
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We would like to officially welcome Dr Chandra

Balachandran, who has become our fourth ophthalmic
surgeon. Dr Balachandran’s expertise in refractive surgery
is underpinned by extensive experience and formal
fellowship training. He is one of the few formally trained
refractive surgeons in Australia. With a thorough knowl-
edge of the cutting-edge equipment and new techniques in
this area, he has performed phototherapeutic keratectomy,

photorefractive  keratectomy, laser assisted in-situ
keratomileusis (LASIK), wave-front guided ablations, and
collagen cross linking. He completed a refractive fellowship
in Greece, the birth place of LASIK. Dr Balachandran’s
training in cornea at the Netherlands Institute of Innovative
Ocular Surgery, supports his ability to provide good
refractive care.

Dr Balachandran’s clinical strength is strongly supported by his
continued research publications.With subspecialist experience
and training in refractive surgery,corneal surgery,and glaucoma
he has a rare combination of competencies to understand
the anterior segment of the eye, which is important to tailor
refractive care to the individual’s needs.

Gallerie Fine Jewellery at Westfield Kotara and Hunter Laser Vision are offering you
the chance to enter the draw to win something special for the apple of your eye

Geneane Gusse, Hunter Laser Vision patient and proprietor of Gallerie Fine Jewellery atVVes
Kotara, has won international acclaim for her beautiful jewellery designs. This wonderful patie
has designed a stunning fresh water pearl bracelet with sterling silver lady beetle & yellow
sapphire jewel. This prize is valued at over $1000 and will be awarded to the lucky

winner of our next competition.

If you would like to enter the draw to win this bracelet for yourself or that
special someone in your life, simply fill in all of your details below and mail to:

Hunter Laser Vision at PO Box 188, The Junction NSW 2291.

Please note competition closes 3 |st August, 2009.
Good Luck!
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CareCredit”

See now, pay later, 24 months Interest Free

You can now pay for your bilateral surgery over time
with 24 months Interest Free* from GE Money CareCredit.

Simply mention this newsletter to apply for
Interest Free on bilateral surgery.

www.carecredit.com.au

* Available to approved applicants. Conditions apply. Fees and Charges are payable.
Interest is payable after any interest free period. Credit provided by GE Finance

Australasia Pty Ltd (ABN 88 000 015 485) trading as GE Money.




YOURAFTERCARE IS IN GOOD HANDS

Larry Nowland Greg Corbett

As part of our continued involvement in the greater
ophthalmic community, Hunter Laser Vision recently invit-
ed optometrists from local and regional areas to participate
in a laser refractive workshop, run in conjunction with the
Optometrist Association of Australia. As we are accredited
continuing  professional development (CPD) providers,
this workshop has enabled optometrists to gain valuable
accreditation points.

Over the last few months optometrists have joined us to
experience and build a greater understanding of the
consultation and surgical process involved with laser refractive
surgery. Optometrists who attended the workshop
got to sit in on our initial consultations, post operative
appointments, and refractive surgical procedures for a day.
These optometrists were able to view and discuss post
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operative outcomes with our surgeons,allowing them to develop
a more thorough understanding of what is involved in
delivering the highest standard of post operative care for
their patients. When they joined us in the theatre, different
refractive procedures were viewed so the patient’s role, the
surgical procedure, and the post operative recovery could be
better understood.

We thank the many optometrists who have already
participated. We were overwhelmed with positive remarks
regarding this experience and we appreciate the enthusiasm
and the time that each optometrist took to join us for the day.

For any optometrist who would like to participate in further
workshops, please feel free to contact us for possible dates on
1800 44 20 20.
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THE FIRST STEP

The first important step in laser vision correction is your
consultation. It is during this appointment that we are able to
fully assess your suitability.

This appointment  will
experience our centre. We want you to feel
comfortable and confident with the professional

and complete services provided by Hunter ‘
~N

also allow you to

Laser Vision. We understand there is much
to consider when investigating laser vision
correction and are confident that once you visit
our centre you will become an informed and
educated patient.

Life is full of compromises. Choosing a vision

correction surgeon should not be one of them L

Hunter Laser Vision has an easy and straight-
forward consultation process to determine
your suitability for laser vision correction. Our
friendly staff will provide you with up to date
information and answer all of your questions.

The consultation is a comprehensive ophthalmic examination
that takes approximately 2 hours. It combines computerised
vision testing and sophisticated corneal mapping technology to

—,
S
O
~

determine your suitability for laser vision correction. You will
be provided with an explanation of laser vision correction, its
benefits, alternatives and expected results. A

complete ocular health check will be performed
by one of our experienced surgeons to assess any
underlying issues relating to surgery. If you are

deemed suitable and decide to proceed, in some
cases, surgery can take place on the same day as
h your initial consultation here in Newcastle.

If you prefer a quicker option to the initial

consultation, Hunter Laser Vision offers free
= preliminary assessments. These take approxi-

mately 20 minutes and will give you an indication
> of your suitability.

At Hunter Laser Vision, we know that the best
way to make an informed decision about laser
vision correction is to visit our centre, meet our
staff, and see the difference for yourself.

Did you know that four out of five people who need the
assistance of glasses or contact lenses are suitable for laser
correction? Are you one of them?

To find out more, call 1800 44 20 20 today!

day of your surgery and receive a free lunch (valued up to $30)
from Lotus Espresso Bar before 31st August, 2009.

*Conditions apply:

Must be validated. Non transferable and non redeemable for cash.
Lunch is for the same day as surgery. New patients only.




Glen Geary

We find that time and time again
patients from Hunter Laser Vision
are giving back to the community.
Glenn Geary, from the Good Guys, is
one such patient.We first met Glenn
some seven years ago when he visited
our office for laser refractive
surgery. Since then he has kindly
loaned us televisions for the
Newcastle Regional Show Art
Exhibition and is always happy to lend
his support to worthwhile causes.

Like Hunter Laser Vision, Glenn has
given his corporate support to the
HMRI for many years. However, this
year Glenn has taken this one step
further and is raising funds for HMRI
by participating in Ski 4 Kids with
Cancer. Glenn and two other HMRI
supporters have broken a Guinness
World Record, skiing 120 kilometres
non-stop from Newcastle to Darling
Harbour, Sydney.

Hunter LaserVision was glad to catch
up with this busy patient and hear
all about his latest adventures since
becoming free from glasses.

“It was frustrating having to wear
glasses all the time, especially with
my love of water sports, swimming,
surfing and water skiing all being
restricted by not having good vision.

“Before | went to Hunter Laser Vision |
had no perceived idea of where to go.
Some friends had had the surgery in
Sydney,but | preferred to deal with a local
company and dfter dealing with Sue
and the Doctors/Surgeons at HLV | am
confident that | made the right choice.

“| still compete as a Skier at Water Ski
Racing Competitions on a Regular Basis
both in NSW and interstate and being
able to see the back of the Boat since
my surgery seven years ago is a real
bonus. I also enjoy surfing both here in
Newie and overseas.

“You may have heard or read about
our Fundraiser. We are raising money
for Kids with Cancer and donating the
money to HMRI, We managed to ski
from Newcastle to Sydney’s Darling
Harbour on Friday Ist May 2009...and
with my improved vision | was able to
keep an eye out for Noah’s

We congratulate Glenn Geary, Scott
Curtis, and Brad Geary on their
amazing feat, skiing 120 kilometres
nonstop from Newcastle into
Darling Harbour, Sydney. If you would
like to show your support and help
raise funds for kids with cancer, you
can donate online at www.hmri.net.au.

Hunter Laser Vision would also
like to thank the Good Guys for
generously loaning us a TV & DVD
player on an annual basis for the
Newcastle Show.

ITS TAXTIME!!

HunterlaserVision

Just a friendly reminder to all of our patients who have had

surgery in the last financial year

You May Be Eligible to Receive a $720* Tax Rebate!

Through the Government’s net medical expenses tax offset scheme, you may be eligible to claim a
tax offset of 20%, or 20 cents in the dollar, on you net medical expenses over $1,500. Net medical

expenses are the medical expenses you have paid, less and refunds you received or could receive

from Medicare.

If you missed out this time, plan ahead for the next financial year and call

Hunter Laser Vision on 1800 44 20 20 to book an appointment.

* This figure is based on a maximum cost for laser refractive surgery and we would advise consulting your

accountant for exact details surrounding the net medical expenses tax offset.

Disclaimer: If you would like to be removed from our database please email hiv@tpg.com.au or call 1800 44 20 20.






